LOUIS DE CAIX D'HERVELOIS 



Les Tabl 



eaux pa 



lants 



Edited and ornamented by Jennirer I. Pauli 



LA GRACIEUSE 



Hautbois et basse continue 




AMORIS INTERNATIONAL 



■www. among . com. 



JTGOOl 



Louis de Caix d'Hervelois 

{circa 1680 - 1759) 

Altnougn Louis de Caix a'Herveiois was one or tne greatest Frencn vioi virtuosi 
or nis day, very iittie is known or nis origins or nis personal lire. It is widely 
accepted tnat ne studied witn tne great Marin Marais. He is known cnierly ror 
eignt punlisned collections or pieces: rive ror (one and two) viols and tnree ror 
rlute (a un aessus: ror upper wind instrument') witn rigured nass. Or tnese, tne 
rive collections 'Pieces ae viole' (punlisned over a period or some tnirty years) are 
nis most important legacy. Caix did not nold a court appointment unlike otner 
memners or tne Lyon nrancn or tne Caix ramily to wnicn ne may nave been 
related. He remained an independent musician and composer wno earned nis 
living tnrougn tne patronage or nonles and nis own composition, perrormance 
and teacning. Le Blanc (1740) situated nim next to Marin Marais (1656 — 
1728) and tne elder Forqueray (Antoine Forqueray 1671 —1745) in order or 
ranking in T empire ae la viole' . 

Recent researcn estanlisnes nis nirtn circa 1680 in Amiens (nortnern France) 
and nis deatn, 1759, in Paris at nis apartment in tne Rue du Jour (opposite tne 
portals or I'eglise de Saint-Eustacne) , wnere ne nad keen living ror more tnan 
tnirty years. Here, nis nome was in tne same kuilding as tnat or nis great rriend, 
tne proline composer and rlautist (also a musette * player or note) Josepn Bodin 
de Boismortier (1689 — 1755). He too was an independent musician and tne 
rirst Frencn composer to employ tne Italian concerto rorm. Caix appears to kave 
remained an adept or tne artists' quarter or Paris ketween tke Rue Saint-Honore 
and I'eglise aes Halles ror all kis years in tke capital. Tkis district was a kive or 
artistic creativity in wkick dancers, musicians, artists and dealers (in kotk art 
and music manuscripts) lived and worked. Tke two rriends okviously inrluenced 
eack otker's work. Tke virtuoso string player would edit tke manuscripts written 
ky tke virtuoso wind player and vice versa . 

Caix' gracerul melodic music lies well witkin tke Frenck tradition or ckaracter 
pieces or tkis period. In kis rirst two kooks, ke still rerlects Marais' inrluence and 



At tnis time musette implied tne musette de cour (or Baroque musette), a member or tne bagpipe 
ramiiy or instruments. Subsequently tbe cbanter was used alone witb a double reed inserted directly 
(hautbois ae Poitou). Around 1830 it started to be known as tbe 'oboe musette', subsequently 'piccolo 
oboe , even 'piccoloboe'. Today it is known, ror tbe most part, as tbe 'musette'. It is a conrusing word; 
a dance, well-liked at tbe Courts or botb Louis XIV and XV, bore tbe same name. Tbis musette was a 
gentle Gavotte, pastoral in nature, wbicb imitated a bagpipe above a drone. From ballet, it also 
prolirerated in keyboard music. 



predilection ror grandeur, a rasnion innerited rrom tne previous century. He 
reaiiy rouna nis true style wnen reriecting tne new taste ror wnat is known as la 
petite maniere' . Witn tne accession or tne young Louis XV, a new elegance 
rounaed upon Meeting pleasures and sopnistication saw its day in all tnings 
artistic: rrom music to rasnion and art; rrom interior decoration and rurniture to 
demeanour, everytning necame more intimate. Music roUowed suit witn snorter 
movements mirroring tne numan spirit in descriptive sketcnes. Fasnion was 
ornate, tneatrical, detailed and trompe ioeil was at its zenitn. Caix was in nis 
element. His genius ror painting tne miniature (even tne ironical caricature) in 
music nlossomed. Nature in all its neauty and matters pastoral were celenrated 
and extolled. 
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La Gracieuse 

HautDois et Dasse continue 

A TG 001 

Tnis suite is selected rreely rrom Louis de Caix d'Hervelois' rive nooks or 'Pieces 
ae viole' (collections or viol music witn rigured nass), ror tne most part rrom tne 
second and rirtn. Caix d'Hervelois lived ror many years at tne same address as nis 
close rriend Josepn Bodin de Boismortier (1689-1755), tne celebrated tlautist 
and truittul composer. Eacn wrote lor tne otner's instruments and noted on 
tneir scores tnat yet more could ne employed lor tneir interpretation, as was tne 
custom. Undoubtedly, apart Irom tne letters and verses tney penned to eacn 
otner (wnicn still exist), tne close Iriends played mucn cnamner music. It is 
known tnat Boismortier's work tor viol (dedicated to Marin Marais) was edited 
ny Caix d'Hervelois. Tnus tne iriends' complicity is an estanlisned tact. 

According to tne practice ot tne time, tne pertormer was tree to adapt tne 'Pieces 
ae viole' to suit otner suitanle instruments and tneir innerent possinilities. From 
tne wealtn ot material availanle, I nave selected a variety ot movements ideally 
suited to tne memners ot tne Banae ae nautbois (an instrumental ensemnle, 
including bassoons, tnat originated at tne Court ot Louis VIX). My cnoice to 
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repeat one or tnese movements, witn dirrering ornamentation, is entirely witnin 
tne stylistic tradition. Tne titles or tne movements are original. I nave simply 
cnosen one to depict tne suite in portraiture, ratner in tne manner or Jean- 
Antoine Watteau (1684 —1721) wno specirically created ine fete galante style in 
Art. Tne title La Gracieuse means 'Tne Gracerul Lady', many or wnom ne and 
otner artists or tne period portrayed so magniricently. 'La Declaration a'amour' , 
ny Jean-Frangois de Troy {\oI^-Yl5'2), anotner sucn artist well-known tor nis 
portraits, is tne painting represented on tne cover or my recording or tnis work. 

Tne dounle dot was not yet in existence. Tne (single) dotted note was 
customarily neld longer tnan today: somewnat similarly to tne manner or tne 
present double dot - altnougn less precisely matnematical and more open to 
personal interpretation. Tne rollowing semiquavers [sixteenth notes) or 
demisemiquavers [tnirty-secona notes) were played as an up neat to tne next note 
or importance. I rind our present notations (witn tne rigure 3 to indicate a 
triplet), tnererore, to ne incorrect and too precise. 

I nave cnosen to adopt tne style or tne time to give tne reeling or a 
neld note rrom wnicn one moves rorward*** ratner tnan notate it in tne 
precise manner or today* (naturally, tnis also applies to otner 
proportions or tnese note values). For today's interpretation or a 
single dot, tne word inegal (uneven) was orten inserted as a directive. 
Tne opposite, egal, implied playing tne notes evenly (as written). 

To quote Micnel de I'Arrilard [circa 1656-1708) in nis nook 'Principes tres faciles 
pour bien apprenare la musique' (a most successrul work punlisned in rourteen 
editions netween 1697 to 1747), 

One learns better by example than by any written dissertation. 

I trust, tnererore, tnat tne nuances or inegalite and ornamentation will ne more 
easily rollowed on my recording tnan ny lengtny tecnnical explanation on tnis 
page. 

Naturally, perrormers are totally at linerty to create tneir own improvisations. 
Our interpretation is written out ror tnose wno are not specialists in tnis 
domain. Tnose wno are will ne anle to improvise tneir own versions rrom tne nass 
line and rigures. Tne realisation ny Cnristine Sartoretti was nased upon tne 
composer's original rigured nass. In 2010 I re-edited my original versions ror 
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ODoe d'amore and cor anglais, enlarging tne possinilities to rour instruments or 
tnis court ensemnle. I took tnis opportunity to develop elements or 
ornamentation accordingly. Ian K. Harris revised tne rigured nass to include tne 
modirications necessary tor tne various transpositions in tnis new edition, ha 
Gracieuse is punlisned in tnree transpositions tor tour instruments ot tne Banae 
ae nautbois. 

Tne series ot Frencn Baroque music punlisned ny Artioris International is 
entitled Xes Tableaux galants' . 
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Revised Edition 2010 

ia Gracieuse- Caix d'Hervelois A TG 001 Onoe & n.c. 

Caix d'Hervelois ^-I TG 002 Onoe d'amore & n.c. 
Caix d'Hervelois ^-I TG 003 Cor anglais & n.c. 
Caix d'Hervelois A TG 004 Bassoon & a.c. 

La Gracieuse is recorded ny 

Jenniter PauU, Onoe d'amore 

Cnristine Sartoretti, Harpsicnord 

Stetano Canuti, Bassoon 

Tne Oooe d'amore Collection Volume I 

(JSCVI) 

Also pumisned ty Amoris International 

Les Venaengeuses - Caix d'Hervelois A TG 005 Onoe & n.c. 

Caix d'Hervelois A TG 006 Onoe d'amore & n.c. 
Caix d'Hervelois ^-I TG 007 Cor anglais & n.c. 
Caix d'Hervelois A TG 007 Basson & n.c. 
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